J Bar T Ranch - Breeders of Quality 

Toy and Miniature Australian Shepherds

Here at the J Bar T our customers frequently ask us, “What should I purchase before bringing my new puppy home?” So we have compiled a list of some items that you may want to have at home before your puppy’s arrival.

· Kennel for crate training

We strongly recommend crate training your new puppy. For their safety as well as the preservation of any items that you don’t wish to have chewed. You can purchase a kennel that is large enough for your adult dog, but has a divider for using as it grows. The divider means you only have to buy one kennel, instead of several different sizes as puppy grows. By keeping your puppy in a smaller area, you will be able to potty train much faster. Puppies don’t like to potty where they eat and sleep!

· Collar and Leash

Leash training will go faster if you start now while your puppy is young. Even if you don’t plan on having him on a leash often, he needs to know it is ok. There are times when it will be necessary to have him on a leash. 

· A supply of chew things and toys

We recommend Nylabones for chewing. Rawhide can come apart and the puppy can ingest large chunks that can cause blockages, which can cause costly surgeries. We have found that the stuffing free toys are a favorite of the pups and are less mess for you since the “stuffing” won’t end up all over your floor or yard. Balls and Frisbees are also good things to use to engage your puppy in play. Racquet Balls work well as they don’t get as slimy as tennis balls.

While your pup is young a fabric type “Frisbee” is easier on his smaller mouth and teeth.

· Dog Food

We use and recommend Diamond Natural Large Breed Dog        Food. It is a natural holistic type food at a reasonable cost. It may be purchased at Tractor Supply, Pet Supply Plus or usually at local feed stores.  If unavailable in your area, try to find a lamb based food that doesn’t have any by products or whole ground corn in at least the first 5 ingredients. In our experience a lamb based food works best with Aussies. It will give them a beautiful coat and they generally have less trouble with allergy issues.  The large breed lamb based foods have less protein in them with the concept of the puppy growing slower for proper hip development and we find it makes a difference in keeping the energy level manageable on the Aussie puppies.

· Vitamins

We use and recommend NuVet Plus Vitamins. They are not           available in any retail stores. They may be purchased on-line at www.nuvet.com/98896 or you can call 1-800-474-7044 and use your order code 98896 for special pricing and for us to get the notification that you are purchasing vitamins so we can enroll you in the extended health contract guarantee we offer.  If you select the auto ship program you can also save 15%. Your new puppies’ health contract congenital defect guarantee will be extended from 12 months to 5 years if you continue to keep your new puppy on the NuVet Plus vitamins for this time period (Please see our puppy contract for complete details.)

· Dog Bed

 You may want to purchase a dog bed for in your puppies kennel or for wherever he will be spending most of his time. Just keep in mind that during the teething stage puppies beds often look like overstuffed chew toys.

· Revolution

We use and recommend Revolution for our flea, tick and heartworm preventative. It is a topical product that is put on the dog’s skin between their shoulder blades once a month. Your puppy will come with their first application complete and you will just get a supply from your vet when you go in for your first puppy visit to continue on a monthly basis.

· Probiotics

We use FortiFlora packets that can be sprinkled on food or probios paste anytime during stress, worming or vaccinations. 

· Nova Pearls Bath and Grooming Products

These bath and grooming products are used by us on all of our dogs and puppies. They do a great job of moisturizing their skin and coats and smell wonderful. We use their shampoo, conditioner and deodorizing spray. The spray may be used after a bath for added conditioning or anytime for between bath moisturizing and deodorizing.

· Lambert Vet Supply

To buy pet supplies on line at great prices try:

www.lambertvetsupply.com.

We purchase our Nylabones, Nova Pearls Bath Products and Probios Paste from them, as well as most of our other supplies.
